
TOWNSHIP OF HOWELL 

 

ZONING ORDINANCE 

 

Article No. 

Section No.    Title      Location 

 

Article I Title Purposes, Enabling Authority and Conditions  Tab I 

   of Enactment 

 

Section 1.01 Title 

Section 1.02 Purpose of this Zoning Ordinance 

Section 1.03 State Legislation Enabling Authority 

Section 1.04 Enactment Declaration 

Section 1.05 Adoption of this Zoning Ordinance and repeal of present Zoning Ordinance  

 

Article II Definitions        Tab II 

 

Section 2.01 Rules Applying to Text     

Section 2.02 Definitions 

 

Article III General Provisions       Tab III 

 

Section 3.01 Establishment of Zoning Districts 

Section 3.02 Provision for Official Zoning District Map 

Section 3.03 Changes to Official Zoning District Map 

Section 3.04 Authority of Official Zoning District Map 

Section 3.05 Interpretation of Zoning Districts 

Section 3.06 Application of Regulations 

Section 3.07 Scope of Provisions 

Section 3.08 (Deleted by Ord. #8 eff. Dec. 7 1983) 

Section 3.09 Site Plan Review Procedures 

Section 3.10 Zoning Permits in Relation to County Building Permits 

Section 3.11 Permitted Zoning District Uses and Other Provisions in this Ordinance 

Section 3.12 Continued Conformance with Regulations 

Section 3.13 Wetland Development 

Section 3.14 Conformance to Other Public Laws, Rules and Regulations 

Section 3.15 Project Planning and Plan Information from Other Agencies and Officials 

Section 3.16 Conformance of Lots and Parcels to the Subdivision Control/Public Act 591 of 

1996 Land Division Act, as Amended. 

Section 3.17 Changes to Township Master Plan; Airport Layout Plans and Airport Approach 

Plans 
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Article IV AR Agricultural-Residential District    Tab IV 

 

Section 4.01 Purpose    

Section 4.02 Permitted Principal Uses 

Section 4.03 Permitted Principal Special Uses with Conditions 

Section 4.04 Permitted Accessory Uses 

Section 4.05 Permitted Accessory uses with Conditions 

Section 4.06 Dimensional Regulations 

 

Article V DELETED        Tab V 

 

Article VI SFR Single Family Residential District    Tab VI 

 

Section 6.01 Purpose  

Section 6.02 Permitted Principal Uses 

Section 6.03 Permitted Principal Special Uses with Conditions 

Section 6.04 Permitted Accessory Uses 

Section 6.05 Permitted Accessory Uses with Conditions 

Section 6.06 Dimensional Regulations 

 

Article VII MFR Multiple Family Residential District    Tab VII 

 

Section 7.01 Purpose 

Section 7.02 Permitted Principal Uses 

Section 7.03 Permitted Principal Special Uses with Conditions 

Section 7.04 Permitted Accessory Uses 

Section 7.05 Permitted Accessory Uses with Conditions 

Section 7.06 Dimensional Regulations Except as Otherwise Specified in this Ordinance 

Section 7.07 Locational and Other Requirements 
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Article VIII OS Office Service District      Tab VIII 

 

Section 8.01 Purpose 

Section 8.02 Permitted Principal Uses 

Section 8.03 Permitted Principal Special Uses with Conditions 

Section 8.04 Permitted Accessory Uses 

Section 8.05 Permitted Accessory Uses with Conditions 

Section 8.06 Dimensional Requirements Except as Otherwise Specified in this Ordinance 

 

Article IX NSC Neighborhood Service Commercial District   Tab IX 

 

Section 9.01 Purpose 

Section 9.02 Permitted Principal Uses 

Section 9.03 Permitted Principal Special Uses with Conditions 

Section 9.04 Permitted Accessory Uses 

Section 9.05 Dimensional Requirements Except as Otherwise Specified in this Ordinance 

 

Article X RSC Regional Service Commercial District   Tab X 

 

Section 10.01 Purpose 

Section 10.02 Permitted Principal Uses 

Section 10.03 Permitted Principal Special Uses with Conditions 

Section 10.04 Permitted Accessory Uses 

Section 10.05 Dimensional Requirements Except as Otherwise Specified in this Ordinance 

 

Article XI HSC Highway Service Commercial District   Tab XI 

 

Section 11.01 Purpose 

Section 11.02 Permitted Principal Uses 

Section 11.03 Permitted Principal Special Uses with Conditions 

Section 11.04 Permitted Accessory Uses 

Section 11.05 Permitted Accessory Uses with Conditions 

Section 11.06 Required Conditions of All District Uses 

Section 11.07 Dimensional Requirements Except as Otherwise Specified in this Ordinance 
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Article XII HC Heavy Commercial District     Tab XII 

 

Section 12.01 Purpose         

Section 12.02 Permitted Principal Uses 

Section 12.03 Permitted Principal Special Uses with Conditions 

Section 12.04 Permitted Accessory Uses 

Section 12.05 Permitted Accessory Uses with Conditions 

Section 12.06 Required Conditions for All District Uses 

Section 12.07 Dimensional Requirements Except as Otherwise Specified in this Ordinance 

 

Article XIII I Industrial District       Tab XIII 

 

Section 13.01 Purpose 

Section 13.02 Permitted Principal Uses 

Section 13.03 Permitted Principal Special Uses with Conditions 

Section 13.04 Permitted Accessory Uses 

Section 13.05 Permitted Accessory Uses with Conditions 

Section 13.06 Required Conditions for All District Uses 

Section 13.07 Dimensional Requirements Except as Otherwise Specified in this Ordinance 

 

Article XIV Supplemental Regulations      Tab XIV 

 

Section 14.01 Purpose 

Section 14.02 Existing Uses of Lands, Buildings and Structures 

Section 14.03 Farm Buildings and Structures Other than Dwellings Excepted from Regulations 

Section 14.04 Scope of Ordinance 

Section 14.05 Area Limitations 

Section 14.06 Limitation of Structures upon Lots or Parcels 

Section 14.07 Accessory Building Provisions 

Section 14.08 Use of Yard Spaces Around Dwellings 

Section 14.09 Lot – Building Relationship 

Section 14.10 Accessory Building as Dwelling 

Section 14.11 Basement as Dwelling 

Section 14.12 Damaged Building 

Section 14.13 Required Water Supply and wastewater Disposal Facilities 

Section 14.14 Greenbelt Buffer 

Section 14.15 Access to a Public Road or Highway 

Section 14.16 Access through Residential Districts 

Section 14.17 Frontage on Public Road or Highway 

Section 14.18 Visibility at Intersections 
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Section 14.19 Road Closures 

Section 14.20 Curb Cuts for Driveways 

Section 14.21 Height Requirements 

Section 14.22 Landscape Regulations 

Section 14.23 Shoreline Excavation and Dredging 

Section 14.24 Essential Services 

Section 14.25 Swimming Pools (Outdoor) 

Section 14.26 Home Occupations and On-Site Sales 

Section 14.27 Temporary Buildings and Structures 

Section 14.28 Solid Waste Receptacle Areas 

Section 14.29 Exterior Lighting 

Section 14.30 Driveway Entrances and Gates 

Section 14.31 Ratio of Lot Width to Lot Depth 

Section 14.32 Frontage Access Roads or Service Roads 

Section 14.33 Outdoor Parking or Storage of Recreational Vehicles, Commercial Vehicles and 

Trucks on Residential Lots and Parcels 

Section 14.34 Temporary Use 

Section 14.35 Fences 

Section 14.36 Walls, Fences and Protective Screening 

Section 14.37 Mobile Homes Located Outside of a Mobile Home Park 

Section 14.38 Valid Nonconforming Use of Mobile Homes 

Section 14.39 Performance Guarantees Required 

Section 14.40 Licensed or Registered Family Day-Care Facilities 

Section 14.41 Adjustment to Dimensional Regulations 

Section 14.42 Multiple Principal Buildings Upon a Parcel of Land 

Section 14.43 Driveways and Road Approaches 

Section 14.44 Setback Requirements Along M-59, Grand River Road, Oak Grove Road and 

County Primary Roads 

Section 14.45 Limitations on the Number of Driveways on Designated Roads 

Section 14.46 Lot Splits, Platted Lots, Subdivision, Site Condominiums and Developments 

Along M-59, Grand River Road, Oak Grove Road and County Primary Roads 

Section 14.47 Accessory Residential Uses 

Section 14.48 Common Driveways 

Section 14.49 Retention or Detention Ponds Located on Adjacent Parcels of Land 

Section 14.50 Utility Easements Along And Adjacent to Rivers and Streams 

Section 14.51  Water Supply and Distribution for Irrigation Purposes 

Section 14.52 Hazardous Materials 

Section 14.53 Land Uses Resulting in Public Nuisance Activities 

Section 14.54 Outdoor Freestanding Furnaces and Boilers 
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Article XV  Environmental Provisions     Tab XV 

 

Section 15.01  Purpose 

Section 15.02  Natural Environment 

Section 15.03  Natural Resources 

Section 15.04  Agricultural Land 

Section 15.05  Lakes, Ponds, Rivers, Streams, Water Courses and Drainage Ways 

Section 15.06  Flood Plains 

Section 15.07  Wetlands 

Section 15.08  Shoreline Areas 

Section 15.09  Environmentally Sensitive Areas 

Section 15.10  Open Space Preservation 

 

Article XVI  Special Uses       Tab XVI 

 

Section 16.01  Purpose 

Section 16.02  Authority to Grant Permits 

Section 16.03  Application and Fee 

Section 16.04  Data, Exhibits and Information Required in Applications 

Section 16.05  Public Hearing 

Section 16.06  Required Standards and Findings for Making Determinations 

Section 16.07  Site Plan Review 

Section 16.08  Junk Yards 

Section 16.08.1 Inoperative Vehicles & Equipment 

Section 16.09 (Replaced by Article XXIX Manufactured Housing developments or 

Communities by Ord. No. 97 eff. Feb. 23, 2000) 

Section 16.10 Temporary Locations of Mobile Homes 

Section 16.11 (Transferred to Article XVI and designated as Section 14.38 by Ord. No. 

10 eff. May 3, 1984) 

Section 16.12 Temporary Transient Amusement Enterprises 

Section 16.13 Gasoline Service Stations 

Section 16.14 Sanitary Landfills 

Section 16.15 Extraction of Natural Resources 

Section 16.16 Replaced by Article XXVII 

Section 16.17 Replaced by Article XXVII 

Section 16.18 (Transferred to Article IV and designated as OS Section 4.03L) 

Section 16.19 Single Family Earth Homes 

Section 16.20 Solar Buildings 

Section 16.21 Wind Energy Systems 
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Section 16.22 (Replaced by Article XXVII PUD) 

Section 16.23 Standard for Mini-Warehouses (Deleted by Ordinance #107) 

Section 16.24 Licensed or Registered Group Daycare Homes 

Section 16.25 Not for Profit Shelters for Small Animals 

Section 16.26 Integrated Principal Uses 

Section 16.27 Group Day Care Facilities 

Section 16.28 Wireless Communications Facilities 

Section 16.29   Public, Semi-Public and Private Buildings and Related Structures and Outdoor 

Activity Areas  

Section 16.30 Nonprofit public, semi-public and private park and recreation facilities 

Section 16.31 Onsite Solar Energy Systems and Solar Energy Farms 
 

Article XVII Nonconforming Land, Building and Structure Uses  Tab XVII 

               And Dimensional Requirements 

 

Section 17.01 Purpose 

Section 17.02 Continuance of Nonconforming Uses 

Section 17.03 Conformance of Rebuilt Nonconforming Uses 

Section 17.04 Change to a Less Nonconforming Use 

Section 17.05 Nonconforming Lots and Parcels 

Section 17.06 Illegal Nonconforming Uses 

Section 17.07 Uses and Construction Made Prior to Variance Determination 

 

Article XVIII Off-Street Parking, Loading and Unloading Requirements Tab XVIII 

 

Section 18.01 Purpose 

Section 18.02 Off-Street Parking Requirements 

Section 18.03 Off-Street Loading and Unloading Requirements 

 

Article XIX Sign Regulations       Tab XIX 

 

Section 19.01 Purpose 

Section 19.02 Definitions 

Section 19.03 General Sign Regulations 

Section 19.04 Signs Permitted in All Districts 

Section 19.05 Prohibited Signs 

Section 19.06 Permitted Signs in AR Districts 

Section 19.07 Permitted Signs in AR, SFR, OS and MFR Districts   

Section 19.08 Permitted Signs in NSC, RSC, HSC, HC and I Districts 

Section 19.09 Outdoor Advertising Signs (Off-Site Signs) 

Section 19.10 Temporary Signs 

Section 19.11 Exempted Signs 

Section 19.12 Nonconforming Signs 

Section 19.13 Permits and Fees 

Section 19.14 Removal of Signs 
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Article XX Site Plan Review Procedures 

 

Section 20.01 Purpose 

Section 20.02 Developments Requiring Site Plan Approval 

Section 20.03 Developments Not Requiring Site Plan Approval 

Section 20.04 Role of the Zoning Administrator 

Section 20.05 Site Plan Approval Required Prior to Starting Construction or Use of Land 

Section 20.06 Site Plan Requirements 

Section 20.07 Final Site Plan Requirements 

Section 20.08 Criteria for Site Plan Review 

Section 20.09 Modification of Procedure 

Section 20.10 Amendment of an Approved Site Plan 

Section 20.11 Modification During Construction 

Section 20.12 Phasing of development 

Section 20.13 Inspection 

Section 20.14 Fees 

Section 20.15 Performance Guarantees 

Section 20.16 Violations 

 

Article XXI Administration and Enforcement     Tab XXI 

 

Section 21.01 Purpose 

Section 21.02 Administration 

Section 21.03 Duties of Zoning Administrator 

Section 21.04 Zoning Permit 

Section 21.05 Violations 

Section 21.06 Penalties 

Section 21.07 Enforcement Procedures 

 

 

 

Article XXII Zoning Board of Appeals      Tab XXII 

 

Section 22.01 Establishment of Board of Appeals  

Section 22.02 Membership and Terms of Office 

Section 22.03 Rules of Procedure; Majority Vote 

Section 22.04 Meetings 

Section 22.05 Public Meetings and Minutes 

Section 22.06 Powers and Duties 

Section 22.07 Variances 

Section 22.08 Voiding of and Reapplication for Variances 

Section 22.09 Procedure for Appealing to the Board of Appeals 
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Article XXIII Amending the Zoning Ordinance and Map   Tab XXIII 

 

Section 23.01 Initiating Amendments 

Section 23.02 Amendment Procedures 

Section 23.03  Conditional Rezoning 

Section 23.04  Referendum 

 

Article XXIV Validity of the Zoning Ordinance     Tab XXIV 

 

Section 24.01 Validity of the Zoning Ordinance 

 

Article XXV Enactment        Tab XXV 

 

Section 25.01 Declaration of Immediacy of Need 

Section 25.02 Publication 

 

Article XXVI Roads, Driveways and Related Land Use Developments  Tab XXVI 

 

Section 26.01 Purpose 

Section 26.02 Frontage on Public Road or Highway 

Section 26.03 Access to Public Road or Highway 

Section 26.04 Frontage Access Roads or Service Roads 

Section 26.05 Setback Requirements Along M-59, Grand River Road, Oak Grove Road and 

County Primary Roads 

Section 26.06 Access Through Residential Districts 

Section 26.07  Visibility at Intersections 

Section 26.08 Road Closures 

Section 26.09 Limitations on the Number of Driveways on Designated Roads 

Section 26.10 Driveway and Road Approaches 

Section 26.11 Curb Cuts for Driveways 

Section 26.12 Driveway Entrances and Gates 

Section 26.13 Common Driveways with Access from Private Roads and Common Driveways 

Section 26.14 Lot Splits, Platted Lots, Subdivisions, Site Condominiums and Developments 

Along M-59, Grand River Road, Oak Grove Road and County Primary Roads 

Section 26.15 Road and Driveway Development and Construction in Private Developments 
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Article XXVII PUD – Planned Unit Development Projects  Tab XXVII 

 

Section 27.01  Purpose 

Section 27.02  Permitted Principal and Accessory Uses 

Section 27.03  General Provisions 

Section 27.04  Pre-Application Conferences 

Section 27.05  Site Plan Requirements 

Section 27.06  Site Plan; Administrative Review Procedures 

Section 27.07  Supplementary Development Standards and Requirements 

Section 27.08  Standards for Review 

Section 27.09  Amendments to Site Plans 

Section 27.10 PUD Site Plans, Land Division Plans and Condominium Land Division 

Plans 

Section 27.11 Required Conditions for Final Approval of a PUD 

Section 27.12 Financial Guarantees 

Section 27.13 Violations 

 

Article XXVIII Landscaping Requirements     Tab XXVIII 

 

Section 28.01 Intent and Scope of Requirements 

Section 28.02 General Site Requirements 

Section 28.03 Specific Landscape Requirements for Zoning Districts 

Section 28.04  Standards for Landscape Materials 

Section 28.05  Installation and Maintenance 

Section 28.06  Treatment of Existing Plant Material 

Section 28.07  Modifications to Landscape Requirements 

Section 28.08  Obscuring Walls and Fences 

Section 28.09  Residential Fences and Walls 

 

Article XXIX  Manufactured Housing Developments   Tab XXIX 

 

Section 29.01  Purpose 

Section 29.02  Regulations of MHD/C’s 

Section 29.03  Definitions 

Section 29.04  Location of MHD/C’s 

Section 29.05  Permitted Land, Building & Structural Uses 

Section 29.06  Permitted Site Improvements & Standards of Construction 

Section 29.07  Application and Site Plan/Preliminary Plan Requirements 

Section 29.08  Filing of Site Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

-10- 

 

 



Article XXX  AC Airport Commercial District    TAB XXX 

Section 30.01  Purpose 

Section 30.02  Permitted Principal Uses 

Section 30.03  Permitted Principal Special Uses with Conditions 

Section 30.04  Permitted Accessory Uses 

Section 30.05  Permitted Conditional Accessory Uses 

Section 30.06  Required Conditions for All AC District Uses 

Section 30.07  Dimensional Requirements, Except as Otherwise Specified 

  In this Ordinance 
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